
東京大学に新しく設立された「東京カレッジ」。世界の第一線で活躍する研究者や知識人を
招き、市民の皆さんと一緒に未来社会の様々な側面について考える場を作ります。

Tokyo College aims to generate new knowledge to contribute to the creation of an 
inclusive society and spark deeper public engagement with the University of Tokyo. 
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This lecture will argue that the Hebrew Bible contains 
different views on nature and the environment, 
especially in relation to the destruction of the 
kingdom of Judah and its capital Jerusalem in 587 
BCE. This event triggered different discourses of 
crisis management that will be analyzed with the 
help of a German sociologist Armin Steil who distin-
guishes three attitudes toward crisis also found in 
the Hebrew Bible: 1) The prophetic attitude: belief 
that crisis will lead to a new creation with harmony 
between humans, nature, and animals; 2) The man-
darin attitude: view of disasters as divine punish-
ment without much interest in the environment; and 
3) The priestly attitude: construction of a mythic 
past that offers rituals for the present with interest 
in the place of humans in their environment. The 
last discourse offers an important reflection about a 
possible harmony between all beings.

      5.22  [ Thu.]
13:00–14:30 JST
2025.

Discourses about 
Environment 
and Nature 
in the Hebrew Bible

Thomas 
RÖMER
Director, 
Collège de France

Prof. Römer is a world-renowned authority in Old Testament 
studies and the author of numerous books including 
Dark God, The 100 Words of the Bible, and The So-Called 
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Japanese and have gained much acclaim.
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